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sometimes i consider myself lucky.
 lucky to be where i am right now. 
lucky to be living a life that, while not 
exactly as i dreamt it as a youth, is at 
least reasonably close.
 i always wanted to be a writer, 
you see. And i always wanted to be 
able to teach. While i didn’t see myself 
as a traditional educator, i knew that 
i wanted to be able to pass on skills, 
interact with others, make the world 
a better place through my words and 
ideas.
 And here i am.
 i spend most of my days pecking 
away at a computer keyboard, dog at 
my feet, a woodstove burning when 
the mornings are particularly chilly. 
it’s a slow week if i’m not published 
somewhere. i’ve spent the bulk of the 
past decade either writing for local 
media or creating community-based 
environmental education programs.
 i haven’t written the Great 
Canadian novel (yet). And my wife, 
krista, is the one who spends her days at 
the front of a classroom. But i’m doing 
what i’ve always wanted to do and am 
reasonably proud.
 those who know me well will 
tell you that it was far from a sure 
bet that i would ever succeed. i had 
some issues with learning disabilities, 
with distraction. i had a penchant 
for stubborn independence. trouble 
seemed to follow me around.
 All of this could have made my 
university experience a waste of time...
 had it not been for some 
incredible teachers and mentors.
 there isn’t space here to list them 
all. Anyone who has gone to trent will 
tell you that they had many instructors 
who helped them along the way.
 i had Professor Constantin 
Boundas for first-year philosophy. 

Professor Boundas was a few years 
removed from winning the symons 
Award for excellence in teaching, and 
his ability to recognize when a student 
needed a combination of nurturing and 
challenge led me to write some of my 
best papers. it was Constantin who first 
got me to dig deep academically.
 And i had stephen Brown as an 
academic advisor. Professor Brown won 
the symons Award during my second 
year. it was not difficult to see why: 
stephen truly understood that, in order 
to succeed in the classroom, you had to 
succeed as a human being. he helped 
mentor me. he helped keep me in the 
trent fold when i was threatening to 
leave it all behind. When trouble went 
from merely following me around to 
knocking loudly at my door, he showed 
me the strength needed to bravely 
answer.
 And i thank him for it.
 in this issue of Trent Magazine, we 
are featuring trent Alumni who went 
on to win teaching awards at their alma 
mater. What is truly incredible is that 
there are 12 of our fellow alumni who 
have turned this trick—an even dozen 
that attended trent and then went on to 
win awards by teaching here.
 i’m never going to be mistaken 
for an award-winning university 
professor. But, through my time at trent, 
i understand how it is that trent has 
managed to produce so many.
 through a combination of 
attention, nurturing, and care, trent 
faculty help us realize the importance 
of being, not just good academics, but 
good people as well.
 And it is the good people who win 
teaching awards. every time. ❖
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